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This course aims to provide a general introduction to the
Austronesian language family, the world’s second largest
language family with more than 1,200 languages spoken in great
territorial range extending some 206 degrees of longitude from
Madagascar in Africa to Easter Island/Rapa Nui in the Pacific,
and over 70 degrees of latitude from Taiwan/Formosa to the
South Island of New Zealand.

Topics to be covered include (but are not limited to the
following):
(a) a bird’s-eye view of the geographical, cultural, demographic,
and historical background to the Austronesian language family;

(b) classification: internal groupings of Austronesian languages
and external relationships of Austronesian languages;

(c) Typology of Austronesian languages—Sound Systems;
(d) Typology of Austronesian languages—Morphosyntax;

(e) language in society: speech style/register (e.g. speech levels
in Island Southeast Asia; respect language in Micronesia and
Polynesia; gender-based speech differences; hunting languages,
fishing languages, and territorial languages; ritual languages)

***This course will be offered in English.

***POLICY ON AUDITING

The auditing option is available only to those who are NOT
eligible to register. Those who are interested in auditing this
course are expected to contact the instructor before the first
meeting of the class to see whether they are allowed to audit the
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class. Potential auditors who show up in the first (or second,
etc.) meeting without getting the instructor’s permission first will
be requested to leave the classroom.
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The evolution of focus in Austronesian. Papers from the
Third International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics,
\ol. 2: Tracking the travellers, ed. by Amran Halim, Lois
Carrington, and S. A. Wurm, 145-170. Pacific Linguistics
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This course provides a general introduction to the Austronesian
language family through a series of readings, lectures, and
discussions. Students are expected to participate in class
discussions and write three research reports (each accompanied
by an oral presentation).

I~xFER

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1 02/24/2021  Orientation

Week 2 03/03/2021  The Austronesian world: An
introduction (Blust 2013—Ch.1—Sec.
1.0 ~ Sec. 1.2; Ch.2—Sec. 2.4)

Week 3 03/10/2021  Subgrouping of Austronesian
languages (Ch.2—Sec. 2.1);
Languages and dialects (Sec. 2.2);

National languages and lingua francas
(Sec. 2.3)

Week4  03/17/2021  Austronesian: Sound Systems—I
(Ch.4—Sec. 4.0 ~Sec. 4.1.2
(Phoneme inventories); Sec. 4.2
(Phonotactics))

Week 5 03/24/2021  Austronesian: Sound Systems—II
(Ch.4—Sec. 4.1.3 ~ Sec.

4.1.15(Phoneme inventories); Sec. 4.2
(Phonotactics))

Week 6 03/31/2021  Austronesian: Sound Systems—III
(Ch.4—Sec. 4.3 (Phonological
processes))

*Week 7 04/07/2021  Presentation: Report 1 (Sound
Systems)
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*Week 8 04/14/2021 Reduplication (Ch.6—Sec. 6.9)
Report 1 due (9:00AM)

Week 9 04/21/2021  Austronesian: Noun Phrases—I
Week 10 04/28/2021  Austronesian: Noun Phrases—II
Week 11 05/05/2021  Austronesian: Noun Phrases—III
*Week 12 05/12/2021  Presentation: Report 2

*Week 13 05/19/2021  Austronesian Morphosyntax—I
Report 2 due (9:00AM)

Week 14 05/26/2021  Austronesian Morphosyntax—II
Week 15 06/02/2021  Austronesian Morphosyntax—III
Week 16  06/09/2021  Speech Style/ Register

*Week 17 06/16/2021  Presentation: Report 3

*Week 18 06/23/2021  Report 3 due (9:00AM)

The course grade is based entirely on how well the following
requirements are fulfilled; NO second chance or alternative work
can be given.

(1) participation (10%)

(i1))  three short research reports (each accompanied by an oral
presentation) (90%)
[For those who are NOT students at the Institute of]
Linguistics, different grading policy will be employed.
Please check with the instructor if you are NOT a student
at the Institute of Linguistics and is interested in taking
this course.]

More on research reports:

Each student is expected to ‘adopt’ two Austronesian languages
from different subgroups and different geographical areas for
their research reports. Data for the reports can be from students’
own fieldnotes and/or from published books and/or articles. If]
you plan to use any online resources, please be sure to check
with the instructor first to see if the information in relevant
sources is reliable.

Report 1. Sounds and Sound Systems in two Austronesian

C:\Users\Liao\Documents\teaching material\AN Linguistics\Spring 2021 _syllabus\syllabus_Spring 2021 _LiaoHC_Austroneisan

Linguistics.doc



languages [oral presentation (W7) + report due (W8)]

Report 2: Nouns and Noun Phrases in two Austronesian
languages [oral presentation (W12) + report due (W13)]

Report 3: Forms and Functions of PAn/PMP *<um>, PMP
*maR-, PMP *maN-; PAn/ PMP *-on; PAn/PMP *-an; PAn *Si-/
PMP *hi-; etc. [oral presentation (W17) + report due (W18)]

format/style requirements:

--page setup (3% % %k T): A4 (i.e. 29.7cm x 21cm) [A4 A (&
29.7 = & x F 21 = 4 )]; margin: 1 inch (2.54cm) each on all
sides of the paper.

--spacing: single-spaced (¥ {7 §F)

--font size and type (5 %¥): size 12; English: Times New Roman
[# < & * Times New Roman > F 8 ~ -] 12 12 % 5 1]

€ Late homework will be accepted ONLY in DOCUMENTED cases
of illness or crisis.

€ Students are responsible for material and information
covered in classes that they miss.
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