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國立清華大學課程大綱 

科號 LING595800 組別  學分  3 人數限制  

上課時間 Wednesday (三) 9:00AM-12:00noon 教室 C519 

科目中文名稱 南島語言學 

科目英文名稱 Austronesian Linguistics 

任課教師 Dr. Hsiu-chuan Liao (廖秀娟) 

授課語言 英文授課 (Lectured in English) 

擋修科目 None 擋修分數  

 

一、課程說明 

 This course aims to provide a general introduction to the 
Austronesian language family, the world’s second largest 
language family with more than 1,200 languages spoken in great 
territorial range extending some 206 degrees of longitude from 
Madagascar in Africa to Easter Island/Rapa Nui in the Pacific, 
and over 70 degrees of latitude from Taiwan/Formosa to the 
South Island of New Zealand.   

 Topics to be covered include (but are not limited to the 
following):  

(a) a bird’s-eye view of the geographical, cultural, demographic, 
and historical background to the Austronesian language family; 

(b) classification: internal groupings of Austronesian languages 
and external relationships of Austronesian languages; 

(c) Typology of Austronesian languages—Sound Systems;  

(d) Typology of Austronesian languages—Morphosyntax; 

(e) language in society: speech style/register (e.g. speech levels 
in Island Southeast Asia; respect language in Micronesia and 
Polynesia; gender-based speech differences; hunting languages, 
fishing languages, and territorial languages; ritual languages) 
 

***This course will be offered in English. 

***POLICY ON AUDITING 

The auditing option is available only to those who are NOT

eligible to register.  Those who are interested in auditing this 
course are expected to contact the instructor before the first 
meeting of the class to see whether they are allowed to audit the 
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class.  Potential auditors who show up in the first (or second, 
etc.) meeting without getting the instructor’s permission first will 
be requested to leave the classroom.   
 

二、指定用書 

Blust, Robert A.  2013.  The Austronesian languages (revised 
edition).  A-PL 008.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

A collection of journal articles and book chapters on various 
aspects of Austronesian languages. 

三、參考書籍 

Adelaar, Alexander.  2005.  The Austronesian languages of 
Asia and Madagascar: A historical perspective.  In The 
Austronesian languages of Asia and Madagascar, ed. by 
Alexander Adelaar and Nikolaus P. Himmelmann, 1-42.  
London and New York: Routledge. 

Blust, Robert A.  1977.  The Proto-Austronesian pronouns and 
Austronesian subgrouping: A preliminary report.  
University of Hawai‘i Working Papers in Linguistics 
9.2:1-15. 

Blust, Robert.  1993.  *S metathesis and the 
Formosan/Malayo-Polynesian language boundary.  In 
Language—A doorway between human cultures: Tributes to 
Dr. Otto Chr. Dahl on his ninetieth birthday, ed. by Øyvind 
Dahl, 178-183.  Oslo: Novus Forlag. 

Blust, Robert A.  1995.  The position of the Formosan 
languages: Method and theory in Austronesian comparative 
linguistics.  Austronesian Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by 
Paul Jen-kuei Li, Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, 
Dah-an Ho, and Chiu-yu Tseng, 585-650.  Symposium 
Series of the Institute of History and Philology, No. 3, 
Academia Sinica.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Blust, Robert A.  1996.  Beyond the Austronesian homeland: 
The Austric hypothesis and its implications for archaeology. 
Prehistoric settlement of the Pacific, ed. by Ward H. 
Goodenough, 117-140.  Transactions of the American 
Philosophical Society Vol. 86, Pt. 5.  Philadelphia: 
American Philosophical Society. 

Blust, Robert A.  1999.  Subgrouping, circularity and 
extinction: Some issues in Austronesian comparative 
linguistics.  Selected Papers from the Eighth International 
Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by Elizabeth 
Zeitoun and Paul Jen-kuei Li, 31-94.  Symposium Series of 
the Institute of Linguistics (Preparatory Office), Academia 
Sinica, Number 1.  Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Bril, Isabelle.  2005.  Semantic and functional diversification 
of reciprocal and middle prefixes in New Caledonian and 
other Austronesian languages.  Linguistic Typology 
9(1):25-76. 

*Dahl, Otto Chr.  1978.  The fourth focus.  In Second 
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International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics: 
Proceedings.  Fascicle 1: Western Austronesian, ed. by S. 
A. Wurm and Lois Carrington, 383-393.  Pacific Linguistics 
C-61.  Canberra: The Australian National University. 

Ferrell, Raleigh.  1969.  Taiwan aboriginal groups: Problems 
in cultural and linguistic classification.  Institute of 
Ethnology, Academia Sinica, Monograph No. 17.  Taipei: 
Academia Sinica. 

Fox, James J.  2005.  Chapter Four: Ritual languages, special 
registers and speech decorum in Austronesian languages.  In 
the Austronesian languages of Asia and Madagascar, ed. by 
Alexander Adelaar and Nikolaus P. Himmelmann, 87-109.  
London and New York: Routledge. 

Li, Paul Jen-kuei.  1995.  Formosan vs. non-Formosan features 
in some Austronesian languages in Taiwan.  Austronesian 
Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by Paul Jen-kuei Li, 
Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, Dah-an Ho, and 
Chiu-yu Tseng, 651-681.  Symposium Series of the Institute 
of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Number 3.  
Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Ross, Malcolm D.  1995a.  Some current issues in 
Austronesian linguistics.  In Comparative Austronesian 
dictionary 1, ed. by D. T. Tryon, 45-120.  Berlin: Mouton de 
Gruyter. 

Ross, Malcolm D.  1995b.  Reconstructing Proto-Austronesian 
verbal morphology: Evidence from Taiwan.  Austronesian 
Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by Paul Jen-kuei Li, 
Cheng-hwa Tsang, Ying-kuei Huang, Dah-an Ho, and 
Chiu-yu Tseng, 727-791.  Symposium Series of the Institute 
of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Number 3.  
Taipei: Academia Sinica. 

Ross, Malcolm D.  1998.  Proto-Oceanic adjectival categories 
and their morphosyntax.  Oceanic Linguistics 37(1):85-119.

Ross, Malcolm.  2006.  Reconstructing the case-marking and 
personal pronoun systems of Proto Austronesian.  In 
Streams converging into an ocean: Festschrift in honor of 
Professor Paul Jen-kuei Li on his 70th birthday, ed. by Henry 
Y. Chang, Lillian M. Huang, and Dah-an Ho, 521-563.  
Language and Linguistics Monograph Series Number W-5.  
Taipei: Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica. [Sections 
3-4 (pp.531-563)] 

Ross, Malcolm.  2009.  Proto Austronesian verbal 
morphology: A reappraisal.  In Austronesian historical 
linguistics and culture history: A Festschrift for Robert Blust, 
ed. by Alexander Adelaar and Andrew Pawley, 295-326.  
Pacific Linguistics 601.  Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

Ross, Malcolm.  2012.  In defense of Nuclear Austronesian 
(and against Tsouic).  Language and Linguistics 
13(6):1253-1330. 

Starosta, Stanley, Andrew Pawley, and Lawrence Reid.  1982.  
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The evolution of focus in Austronesian.  Papers from the 
Third International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, 
Vol. 2: Tracking the travellers, ed. by Amran Halim, Lois 
Carrington, and S. A. Wurm, 145-170.  Pacific Linguistics 
C-75.  Canberra: Australian National University. 

Wolff, John U.  1973.  Verbal inflection in Proto-Austronesian. 
In Parangal kay Cecilio Lopez: Essays in honor of Cecilio 
Lopez on his seventy-fifth birthday, ed. by Andrew B. 
Gonzalez, F.S.C., 71-91.  Quezon City: Linguistic Society 
of the Philippines. 

 

四、教學方式 

This course provides a general introduction to the Austronesian 
language family through a series of readings, lectures, and 
discussions. Students are expected to participate in class 
discussions and write three research reports (each accompanied 
by an oral presentation). 

五、教學進度 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

Week 1 02/24/2021 Orientation 

Week 2 03/03/2021 The Austronesian world: An 
introduction (Blust 2013—Ch.1—Sec. 
1.0 ~ Sec. 1.2; Ch.2—Sec. 2.4) 

Week 3 03/10/2021 Subgrouping of Austronesian 
languages (Ch.2—Sec. 2.1); 
Languages and dialects (Sec. 2.2); 
National languages and lingua francas 
(Sec. 2.3) 

Week 4 03/17/2021 Austronesian: Sound Systems—I 
(Ch.4—Sec. 4.0 ~ Sec. 4.1.2 
(Phoneme inventories); Sec. 4.2 
(Phonotactics)) 

Week 5 03/24/2021 Austronesian: Sound Systems—II 
(Ch.4—Sec. 4.1.3 ~ Sec. 
4.1.15(Phoneme inventories); Sec. 4.2 
(Phonotactics)) 

Week 6 03/31/2021 Austronesian: Sound Systems—III 
(Ch.4—Sec. 4.3 (Phonological 
processes)) 

*Week 7 04/07/2021 Presentation: Report 1 (Sound 
Systems) 
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*Week 8 04/14/2021 Reduplication (Ch.6—Sec. 6.9) 
Report 1 due (9:00AM) 

Week 9 04/21/2021 Austronesian: Noun Phrases—I 

Week 10 04/28/2021 Austronesian: Noun Phrases—II  

Week 11 05/05/2021 Austronesian: Noun Phrases—III  

*Week 12 05/12/2021 Presentation: Report 2 

*Week 13 05/19/2021 Austronesian Morphosyntax—I  
Report 2 due (9:00AM) 

Week 14 05/26/2021 Austronesian Morphosyntax—II 

Week 15 06/02/2021 Austronesian Morphosyntax—III 

Week 16 06/09/2021 Speech Style/ Register 

*Week 17 06/16/2021 Presentation: Report 3 

*Week 18 06/23/2021 Report 3 due (9:00AM) 

六、成績考核 

The course grade is based entirely on how well the following 
requirements are fulfilled; NO second chance or alternative work 
can be given. 
(i) participation (10%) 
(ii) three short research reports (each accompanied by an oral 

presentation) (90%)  
[For those who are NOT students at the Institute of 
Linguistics, different grading policy will be employed. 
Please check with the instructor if you are NOT a student 
at the Institute of Linguistics and is interested in taking 
this course.] 

More on research reports: 

Each student is expected to ‘adopt’ two Austronesian languages 
from different subgroups and different geographical areas for 
their research reports. Data for the reports can be from students’ 
own fieldnotes and/or from published books and/or articles. If 
you plan to use any online resources, please be sure to check 
with the instructor first to see if the information in relevant 
sources is reliable. 

Report 1: Sounds and Sound Systems in two Austronesian 
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languages [oral presentation (W7) + report due (W8)] 

Report 2: Nouns and Noun Phrases in two Austronesian 
languages [oral presentation (W12) + report due (W13)] 

Report 3: Forms and Functions of PAn/PMP *<um>, PMP 
*maR-, PMP *maN-; PAn/ PMP *-ən; PAn/PMP *-an; PAn *Si-/ 
PMP *hi-; etc. [oral presentation (W17) + report due (W18)] 

format/style requirements: 
--page setup (版面設定): A4 (i.e. 29.7cm x 21cm) [A4 紙(長

29.7 公分 x 寬 21 公分)]; margin: 1 inch (2.54cm)  each on all 
sides of the paper. 
--spacing: single-spaced (單行距) 
--font size and type (字體): size 12; English: Times New Roman
[英文使用 Times New Roman，字體大小以 12 級為主] 

 Late homework will be accepted ONLY in DOCUMENTED cases 
of illness or crisis.  

 Students are responsible for material and information 
covered in classes that they miss. 

 

七、講義位址 

    http:// 
 

 


