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Course description: This course is designed to provide undergraduate students with a
foundation to understand the role of children’s literature in early childhood education. A
wide range of topics and issues in children’s literature in the early childhood period,
including the history of children’s literature, the role of children’s literature in children’s
development, different types of children’s literature, and so on will be addressed. This
course will also cover a vast range of literature-based reading activities and
developmentally appropriate practices that are often used by parents and early childhood
teachers.

Course objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will:

1. Demonstrate knowledge and familiarity with the history of children’s literature and

the role of children’s literature in children’s development.

Understand the illustrations and visual components of children’s literature.

Understand various types of children’s literature.

4. Develop an understanding of literature-based reading activities and developmentally
appropriate practices.

5. Demonstrate knowledge of how to implement literature-based reading activities in
early childhood classrooms.
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The history of children’s literature

The role of children’s literature in children’s development
Different types of children’s literature

Children’s literature in curriculum

Teaching practices based on children’s literature
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1 | Introduction 3-3
2 | Definition and history of children’s literature 3-3

The value of literature in children’s lives 3.4

The value of literature for children’s learning

3 The connection between children’s literature and 3-3
education

The connection between children’s literature and
child development

4 | Forms of children’s literature 3-3
Learning about children and literature
5 | Poetry and theater literature 3-3

Creation and appreciation of verse literature
Creation and appreciation of theater literature

6 | Picture books and graphic novels 3-3
Creation and appreciation of picture books

7 | Illustration and visual elements 3-3
Review for midterm exam

8 | Traditional literature 3-3

Creation and appreciation of prose literature
Fantasy and science fiction

9 | Realistic fiction 3-3
Historical fiction
Nonfiction: Biography and informational books

10 | Children’s literature in the curriculum 3-3
Children’s literature and instruction
11 | Children’s literature and pedagogy 3-3
3-5
12 | Teaching in preschool/ Parent-child pavilion 3-4
3-5
13 | How to present children’s literature 3-3
3-4
14 | Children’s literature for a diverse society 3-5
15 | Final report (group presentation and discussion) 3-3
3-5

16 | Final exam
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