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. Philosophy Before Socrates. Richard McKirahan. (ed.) Hackett, 2010.

2. Plato: Complete Works. John Cooper (ed.). Hackett, 1997.

3. Blackwell Companion to Ancient Philosophy. Mary Louise Gill and Pierre Pellegrin (eds.).
Blackwell, 2006.

4. Blackwell Companion to Plato. Hugh Benson (ed.). Blackwell, 2006.

. Cambridge Companion to Plato. Richard Kraut (ed.). CUP, 1992.
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Introduction. Pre-Socratic Philosophers. Thales. The Ionian philosophers:
Anaximander. Anaximanes.

Heraclitus. Parmenides.
Read The Way of Truth and the Way of Mortal Opinions in Philosophy Before
Socrates.

The Sophist Movement. Socratic Method. Socrates on trial.

Read Apology.

Optional readings: “Socrates,” Donald Morrison, in Blackwell Companion to
Ancient Philosophy.

Socrates the man, his imprisonment and death.

Read Crito and Phaedo.

Optional readings: “Socrates and the Early Dialogues,” in Cambridge
Companion to Plato.

Introduction to Plato. Ways to Forms (1): Eros.

Read Symposium.

Optional readings: “Platonic Love,” G. R. F. Ferrari, in Cambridge
Companion to Plato.

Ways to Forms (2): Death. Immortality of the Soul. Doctrine of recollection.
Read Phaedo.

Optional readings: “Plato on Recollection,” Charles Kahn, in Blackwell
Companion to Plato.

Introduction to the Republic. Glaucon’s challenge and the ring of Gyges. The
analogy of the soul and the ideal state. Education.

Read Republic Book 2.

Optional readings: TBA

Tripartite of the soul. Knowledge, belief, and the Forms.

Read Republic Book 4.

Optional readings: “The Platonic Soul,” Frede Miller, Jr., in Blackwell
Companion to Plato.

Ways to Forms (3): Liberated by philosophers. Sun, Line, Cave. The Form of
the Good. The Third Man Argument.

Read Republic Books 6-7.

Optional readings: “Problems for Forms,” Mary Louise Gill, in Blackwell
Companion to Plato.

Plato on poets and poetry. Myth of Er. Why should we aspire to justice and a
just life?
Read Republic Book 10.



Optional readings: “The Defense of Justice in Plato’s Republic,” Richard
Kraut, in Cambridge Companion to Plato.
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515 4 Aristotle’s criticisms on Plato. ( 44AZHAR # 45 3000 = 40FE )
Optional readings: “Learning about Plato from Aristotle,” Christopher Shields,
in Blackwell Companion to Plato.
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