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Language and Cognition
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Cognition is the exercise of intelligence, and human language is
probably the most intricately structured behavior to be found on
earth. The goal of this course is to understand how the human
mind/brain supports the learning, comprehension and production
of language, and how language is uniquely revealing of our
mental and social life.
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Week Topic
1.  Introduction
2. Carroll, D. W. (2008) Psychology of Language, 3" edition.
(Chapter 1: Themes of psycholinguistics)
3. Carroll, D. W. (2008) Psychology of Language, 3™ edition.
(Chapter3: Psychological mechanisms).
4.  Speech Perception
Warren, P. (2013) Introducing Psycholinguistics. (Chapter
7: Perception for language).
5. Jusczyk, P. (1997) The Discovery of Spoken Language.
(Chapter 4, pp. 73-90)
6. Rules and Symbols
Pinker, S. (1995) Why the child holded the baby rabbits: A
case study in language acquisition. In L. Gleitman and M.
Liberman (eds.) Language: An Invitation to Cognitive
Science, vol. 1 (2" edition).
7. Berko, J. (2004) The child’s learning of English
morphology. In B. C. Lust and C. Foley (eds.) First
Language Acquisition: The Essential Readings. Malden,
MA: Blackwell Publishing Ltd.
Clark, E. V. (2004) The young word maker: A case study of]
A~ HEEE innovation in the child’s lexicon. In B. C. Lust and C.

Foley (eds.) First Language Acquisition: The Essential
Readings. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing Ltd.

8. Processing—Lexical Access
Carroll, D. W. (2008) Psychology of Language, 3" edition.
(Chapter 5: The Internal Lexicon)
Harley, T. A. (2008) The Psychology of Language: From

Data to Theory, 3" edition. (Chapter 6: Recognizing visual
words)

9. Processing—Sentence Comprehension
Fodor, J. D. (1995) Comprehending sentence structure. In
L. Gleitman and M. Liberman (eds.) Language: An
Invitation to Cognitive Science, vol. 1 (2" edition).
Harley, T. A. (2008) The Psychology of Language: From

Data to Theory, 3" edition. (Chapter 10: Understanding the
Structure of Sentences)
10. Processing—Language Production

Harley, T. A. (2008) The Psychology of Language: From
Data to Theory, 3™ edition. (Chapter 12: Language
Production, pp. 374-398)

Dell, G. (1995) Speaking and misspeaking. In L. Gleitman
and M. Liberman (eds.) Language: An Invitation to
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Cognitive Science, vol. 1 (2" edition).

11. Neurolinguistics

Carroll, D. W. (2008) Psychology of Language, 5™ edition.
(Chapter 13: Biological Foundations of Language)
Zurif, E. (1995) Brain regions of relevance to syntactic
processing. In L. Gleitman and M. Liberman (eds.)
Language: An Invitation to Cognitive Science, vol. 1 (2™
edition). Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.

12. Traxler, M. J. (2012) Introduction to Psycholinguistics:
Understanding ~ Language  Science.  (Chapter  14:
Right-Hemisphere Language Function)

13. Bilingualism
Traxler, M. J. (2012) Introduction to Psycholinguistics:
Understanding Language Science. (Chapter 11: Bilingual
language processing)

14. Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
Carroll, D. W. (2008) Psychology of Language, 5™ edition.
(Chapter 14: Language, Culture, and Cognition)

15. Group Presentation

(Suggested topics like: 1. The deaf and language: Sign,
oral, written; 2. Wild and isolated children and the
critical age issue for language learning; 3.
Second-language teaching methods; 4. Animals and
language learning; 5. Language, thought and culture;
6. Where does language knowledge come from?—
students can also choose other topics after discussing
with the instructor)

16. The written report of the group presentation due

Lab Assignment (20%)

Attendance, participation, weekly after-class reflections and

notes (50%)

Group Presentation (30%)
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