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This course aims to discuss language contact in East and
Southeast Asia from a historical linguistics perspective. Students
are expected to have some basic knowledge in the standard
Comparative Method (e.g. establishment of sound
correspondences, sound change, cognate identification, doublets,
etc.).

Topics to be covered include (but are not limited to) the
following: (i) what is language contact? (ii) contact and
borrowing; (iii) contact and its relationship to language shift and
language loss; (iv) contact between Asian languages; (v) contact
between Asian languages and Indo-European languages.
Students are expected to work on a term project on language
contact in one or more languages in East and Southeast Asia.

***This course will be offered in English.

POSSIBILITY OF AUDITING: No.
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This course explores issues related to language contact through a

- ~ g ‘;v ‘\:
EoRES S series of readings, lectures, and discussions.
Tentative course schedule
W1 09/12/2023 Orientation
w2 09/19/2023 ~ What is language contact? (Thomason
2001—Ch.1 (pp.1-14); Campbell
I~ KEER 2020—Ch.10 (Language Contact);

W3 09/26/2023  Contact and borrowing (Winford 2010;
Haspelmath 2009—Lexical borrowing;
Campbell 2020—Ch.3: Loanwords
(Borrowing))

W4 10/03/2023  Guest Lecture: Prof. em. Dr. George van
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Driem
W5 10/10/2023  No Class: National Day

W6 10/17/2023  Contact and language shift (Hickey
2010); Contact and language death
(Romaine 2010)

W7 10/24/2023  Fieldwork in contact situations (Bowern
2010)

W8 10/31/2023  Indo-European & Austronesian (Reid
2005; Steinkriiger 2008)

W9 11/07/2023  Malay & Tagalog (Wolff 1976; Adelaar
1994)

W10  11/14/2023  Malagasy (Adelaar 2009)

W11 11/21/2023 Sinitic influence: Tagalog (Chan-Yap
1980—Ch.2 & Ch.3)

W12 11/28/2023 Hmong-Mien (Ratliff 2010)

W13 12/05/2023  Contact: Sinitic languages (Chappell
2001; LaPolla 2001)

W14  12/12/2023  Language contact and Chinese
(Matthews 2010)

W15 12/19/2023  Contact [Speech style]: Old Javanese &
Balinese (Clynes 1994)

W16  12/26/2023  Term project presentation

w17  01/02/2024  --

W18  01/09/2024  Term project due

The course grade is based entirely on how well the following
requirements are fulfilled; NO second chance or alternative work
can be given.

(a) participation (10%)
(b) presentation (20%)

(c) a research paper (accompanied by an oral presentation in
Week 16) (due at 5:00PM on January 9, 2024) (70%)

e A late research paper will be accepted ONLY in
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DOCUMENTED cases of illness or crisis.

***Failure to make any oral presentation or failure to
submit the research paper on time will result in either a
“low pass” or an “F” (i.e. below 70) in students’ final
course grade.

*** Academic honesty is highly valued by the instructor.
*** Plagiarism (including ‘self-plagiarism’, the use of
other people’s words and/or ideas without giving proper
citation or acknowledgement, etc.) will result in an “F”
(i.e. below 70) in students’ course grade.

Students are responsible for material and information
covered in classes that they miss.

[If you need to take a leave from a particular class meeting,
you are expected to e-mail/ text/ call the instructor
directly.]
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